
 
  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 27th October  

Curriculum Overview & Content 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We know from our conversations with you at parents evenings and your feedback from our parent questionnaires that 

you appreciate being well informed about what your child is learning at each stage of the year.  

We are writing to provide you with an overview of the curriculum and details of what your child will be learning this 

year. 

Our mission statement is “Learning Together For The Future.” We work very hard to ensure that all members of our 

school community acquire the knowledge and skills required for now and for a fulfilling future. Our curriculum is 

designed to help students to develop confidence in themselves and their abilities, to feel valued and value others and 

to appreciate the world at large. 

We believe that all our students have talents and abilities that it is our responsibility to discover and develop. We 

know that when we have the highest expectations of what young people can achieve they rarely fail to thrive. And so 

our curriculum is designed on the basis that intelligence is a muscle, not a fixed quantity. We are concerned to ensure 

every student in our care is challenged to believe in their ability to achieve their best by trying their hardest. 

Our curriculum is rooted in these aims and is designed to ensure students are engaged and challenged to achieve the 

best that they can. We believe profoundly that students thrive best in a nurturing, well-ordered environment where 

they develop the self-confidence to take risks and push themselves. 

Enrichment and extra-curricular activities are an essential part of the Ecclesbourne experience. We are very proud of 

the exceptionally high standards of success achieved by our students and of the strong academic core to our 

curriculum. But it is also important to note that we place a very strong emphasis on the development of character and 

values and a great deal of this is achieved through our enrichment and extra-curricular provision from Year 7 to 13. As 

you read on please do keep your eyes open for the wealth of opportunities available outside the classroom. 

Intent: Aims of the Curriculum 

 The Ecclesbourne School Curriculum aims to: 

• Provide a broad, balanced curriculum with a strong academic core 
• Meet the requirements of the National Curriculum including a three-year Key Stage 3 that preserves the 

widest possible choice for all 
• Ensure students are equipped with the knowledge and cultural capital needed to be educated citizens 

conversant with the best that has been thought and said 
• Engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement 
• Develop students’ own creativity and ability to solve problems 
• Provide every student with the skills knowledge and qualifications to enable them to access the next stage 

of their education/career 
• Inspire, challenge, stretch and support students to achieve their potential 
• Give students the experiences and opportunities to develop as caring, healthy and informed young people 

in the 21st century 
• Develop in students the resilience and flexibility to be able to adapt to the changing world they will meet. 



• Foster an enjoyment in learning and a commitment to lifelong learning 
• Promote learning in its broadest sense, across and beyond the taught curriculum 
• Open students’ minds to the broad richness of our spiritual, moral, social and cultural heritages 

 

 Impact: Outcomes of the Curriculum 

 The Ecclesbourne School Curriculum will: 

• Lead to qualifications that our students need to pursue their chosen path. 

• Lead to qualifications that are of worth to employers and for entry into Higher Education. 

• Meet the needs of students of all abilities at Ecclesbourne. 

• Prepare students to make informed and appropriate choices at the end of KS3, KS4 and KS5. 

• Help students develop lively, enquiring minds, an ability to question and argue rationally and to apply 

themselves to tasks and physical skills. 

• Be broad, balanced, relevant, differentiated and include personalisation. 

• Adapt to changing requirements and expectations from Government and Higher Education. 

• Fulfil the statutory requirements of the School’s funding agreement and meet the expectations of 

regulatory bodies. 

• Exceed national standards in achievement, attainment and progress. 

• Help students develop personal moral values, respect for religious values and tolerance of other beliefs 

and cultures. 

 

What follows is an introduction to the Ecclesbourne Curriculum with links to each of the detailed curriculum plans for 

each subject. Please follow the links below to explore the curriculum in each of our subjects. There is more 

information and links to exam board specifications on our website for those who wish to delve deeper! Please do get 

in touch if you have any questions and we will be more than happy to discuss the curriculum specific questions you 

may have. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

                                 James McNamara                                                  Kathryn Taylor 

                                      Headteacher                                              Director of Curriculum  

 

 

 

  



Click on the links below to explorer the detailed curriculum plans for each subject. 

Curriculum Policy 

SEND, Literacy across the curriculum, Religious Studies, Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC), Personal 

Development and Citizenship, Relationships and Sex Education & British Values 

 
Key Stage 3  

(Yr 7,8,9) 
Key Stage 4  
( Yr 10 & 11) 

Key Stage 5  
( Yr 12 & 13) 
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Overview    Options Booklet 
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Overview      Prospectus 

English  
Faculty 

English 
English Language (GCSE) 

English Literature (A Level) 
English Literature (GCSE) 

Maths  
Faculty 

Maths Maths (GCSE) 
Maths (A Level) 

Further Maths (A Level) 

Science 
Faculty 

Science 

Triple Science  
(3x GSCE) 

Biology Biology (A Level) 

Chemistry Chemistry (A Level) 

Physics Physics (A Level) 

Combined Science (GCSE) 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

Psychology (A Level) 

 

Business 
Faculty 

 
Business (GCSE) Business (A Level) 

 Economics (A Level) 

Creative Arts 

Art Art (GCSE) Art (A Level) 

Drama Drama (GCSE) Drama (A Level) 

Music Music (GCSE) Music (A Level) 

Humanities 
Faculty 

Geography Geography (GCSE) Geography (A Level) 

History History (GCSE) 
History (A Level) -Route A 
History (A Level) -Route B 

Religious Studies Religious Studies (GCSE) Religious Studies (A Level) 

  
Politics (A Level) 

Sociology (A Level) 

Modern 
Foreign 

Languages 

French French (GCSE) French (A Level) 

German German (GCSE) German (A Level) 

Spanish Spanish (GCSE) Spanish (A Level) 

Sport & 
Wellbeing 

PE 
PE (GCSE) or PE (OCR Nats.) PE (BTEC) 

Health & Social Care (BTEC) Health & Social Care (BTEC) 

Technology 

Computing 
Computing (GCSE) Computing (A Level) 

ICT (BTEC) ICT (BTEC) 

Food Food (GCSE)  

Resistant Materials Design & 
Technology 

 Resistant Materials 
(GCSE) 

Resistant Materials (A Level) 

Textiles Textiles(GCSE) Textiles (A Level) 

 

https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/schoolinfo/policies/Curriculum%20policy.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/schoolinfo/policies/Curriculum%20policy.pdf#page=7
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/schoolinfo/policies/Curriculum%20policy.pdf#page=7
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/introduction/key-stage-3
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/introduction/key-stage-4
https://sway.office.com/g4Qmvwe1SMJhOTvd?ref=Link
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/introduction/key-stage-5
https://ecclesbourne-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pcobham_ecclesbourne_derbyshire_sch_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpcobham%5Fecclesbourne%5Fderbyshire%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2Ffiles%2FSixth%20Form%20Prospectus%202021%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fpcobham%5Fecclesbourne%5Fderbyshire%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2Ffiles&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9lY2NsZXNib3VybmUtbXkuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L2cvcGVyc29uYWwvcGNvYmhhbV9lY2NsZXNib3VybmVfZGVyYnlzaGlyZV9zY2hfdWsvRVFFLWVzTE8wYjFEakFNOGZ0aVVTT1FCVnAwRGVpRXFpa3pqZmJFYzdXT21DQT9ydGltZT1TclBtNmMtWTJVZw
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/english
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Course%20Overview%20English%20Language%20and%20English%20Literature.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page%20%20English%20Literature%20KS5.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Course%20Overview%20English%20Language%20and%20English%20Literature.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/mathematics
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20Maths%20Curriculum%20Overview%202021.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS5%20Maths%20Curriculum%20Overview%202021.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/science/key-stage-3
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Separate%20Biology%20Curriculum%20Rationale.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/A%20Level%20Biology%20Curriculum%20Rationale.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Chemistry%20Intent.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/A%20Level%20Chemistry%20Intent.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Physics%20teaching%20order%20KS4_separate.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Physics%20teaching%20order%20KS5%20L1.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Combined%20Science%20June%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Combined%20Science%20June%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KEY%20Psychology%20STAGE%205%20CURRICULUM%20PAGE.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Business%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS4.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/A%20level%20Business%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS5_docx%20draft.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/A%20level%20Economics%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS5_docx.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/art-design
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Art%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS4.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Art%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20A%20Level.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/drama
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20Drama_Curriculum%20pages.pdf
ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS5_Drama_Curriculum%20pages.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/music
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20Music_Curriculum%20pages(1).pdf
ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20Music_Curriculum%20pages(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/geography
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Key%20Stage%204%20Curriculum%20Geography.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page-%20Geography%20KS5.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/history
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page%20-%20History%20KS4v1.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/History%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS5%20Route%20A.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/History%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS5%20Route%20B.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/religious-studies
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page%20RS%20KS4.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page-%20RS%20KS5.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Curriculum%20Page%20-%20G%20%26%20P%20KS5.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Key%20Stage%205%20Curriculum%20Sociology%20with%20JAC.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/languages/ks3-french
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Key%20Stage%204%20French.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/languages/ks5-french
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/languages/ks3-german
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/German%20GCSE%20web%20pages.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/German%20KS5%20web%20pages.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/languages/ks3-spanish
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Key%20Stage%204%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/Key%20Stage%205%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/physical-education
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Physical%20Education%20KS4%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/OCR%20Cambridge%20Nationals%20Sport%20%26%20Exercise%20Science%20Level%202%20KS4%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/BTEC%20Level%203%20National%20Extended%20Certificate%20in%20Sport%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/HSC%20KS4%20Curriculum%20Document.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/HSC%20KS5%20Curriculum%20Document.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/computing-and-ict
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20GCSE%20Computer%20Science%20Long%20Term%20Plan.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS5%20Computer%20Science%20Long%20Term%20Plan.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS4%20ICT%20Long%20Term%20Plan.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/KS5%20ICT%20Long%20Term%20Plan.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/design-and-technology/food-ks3
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Food%20FINAL%20website%20info%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/design-and-technology/design-technology-resistant-materials-product-design
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Design%20%26%20Technology%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS4%20(1)%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Design%20%26%20Technology%20Curriculum%20Page%20-%20Website%20KS4%20(1)%20(1).pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/design-and-technology/design-product
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/design-and-technology/textiles-ks3
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Curr/GCSE%20Design%20and%20Technology%20curriculum%20pages.pdf
https://www.ecclesbourne.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum/design-and-technology/textiles

