
Holocaust Memorial Day





•Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (HMDT) 
encourages remembrance in a world scarred 
by genocide. They promote and support 
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) – the 
international day on 27 January to remember 
the six million Jews murdered during the 
Holocaust, the millions of people killed under 
Nazi Persecution and in subsequent genocides 
in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/the-holocaust/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/nazi-persecution/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/cambodia/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/rwanda/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/darfur/


•27 January marks the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest 
Nazi death camp.

•The Holocaust threatened the fabric of 
civilisation, and genocide must still be resisted 
every day. Our world often feels fragile and 
vulnerable and we cannot be complacent. Even 
in the UK, prejudice and the language of hatred 
must be challenged by us all.



•HMD is for everyone. Each year across the 
UK, thousands of people come together 
to learn more about the past and take 
action to create a safer future. They learn 
more, empathise more and do more.
•Together at this assembly we bear 
witness for those who endured genocide, 
and honour the survivors and all those 
whose lives were changed beyond 
recognition



The Holocaust
•The Holocaust was the attempt by the Nazis and 
their collaborators to murder all the Jews in 
Europe. From the time they assumed power in 
Germany in 1933, the Nazis used propaganda, 
persecution, and legislation to deny human and 
civil rights to German Jews. They used centuries of 
anti-Semitism as their foundation.











The Holocaust
•With the outbreak of World War Two in 1939 Germany 
invaded Poland, subjecting around two million Polish 
Jews to violence and forced labour. Thousands of Jews 
were murdered in the first months of the occupation. 
Shortly after the occupation Polish Jews were confined 
to particular neighbourhoods that came to be known as 
‘ghettos’. Living conditions in these ghettos were 
appalling – a deliberate attempt by the Nazis to cause 
the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Jews. This 
approach was repeated across Eastern Europe in other 
countries occupied by the Nazis.





Cambodia
•The fate of Cambodia shocked the world when the 
radical communist political party Khmer Rouge, under 
their leader Pol Pot, seized power in April 1975 after 
years of guerrilla warfare.
•The Khmer Rouge ruthlessly imposed an extremist 
programme to reconstruct Cambodia (under its Khmer 
name Kampuchea) on the communist model of Mao’s 
China. They aimed to remove social classes and 
Western influences from the country – creating a ‘Year 
Zero’.



Cambodia
•The population was made to work as labourers in 
one huge federation of collective farms. The 
inhabitants of towns and cities were forced to 
leave. No-one was spared: the ill, disabled, old and 
very young were also driven out, regardless of 
their physical condition. People who refused to 
leave, those who did not leave fast enough and 
those who would not obey orders were all 
murdered.







Cambodia
•Ethnic minority groups were also targeted by the 
Khmer Rouge’s racism. These included ethnic 
Chinese, Vietnamese and Thai people, and 
Cambodians with Chinese, Vietnamese or Thai 
ancestry. Religion was outlawed by the regime –
half the Cham Muslim population was murdered, 
as were 8,000 Christians. Buddhism was eliminated 
from the country and by 1977 there were barely 
any functioning monasteries left in Cambodia.





Cambodia
• All political and civil rights were abolished. Children were taken from 

their parents and placed in separate forced labour camps. Factories, 
schools, universities and hospitals were shut down. Lawyers, doctors, 
teachers, engineers, scientists and professional people in any field 
were murdered, together with their extended families. It was possible 
for people to be shot simply for knowing a foreign language, wearing 
glasses, laughing, or crying. One Khmer Rouge slogan ran ‘To spare 
you is no profit, to destroy you is no loss.’

• Civilian deaths in this period, from execution, disease, exhaustion and 
starvation, have been estimated at well over two million people.





Rwanda
•In 100 days in 1994 approximately one million 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered in 
the Genocide in Rwanda. The genocide took 
place following decades of tensions between 
Hutus and Tutsis, and a recent history of 
persecution and discrimination against Tutsis.





Rwanda
•On 6 April 1994 the plane carrying 
Rwanda’s President was shot 
down. Extremist Hutu leaders 
accused Tutsis of killing the 
President, and Hutu civilians were 
told by radio and word of mouth 
that it was their duty to wipe out 
the Tutsis.









Rwanda
•Despite its colossal scale, this genocide was carried out 
almost entirely by hand, usually using machetes and 
clubs. The men who had been trained to massacre were 
members of civilian death squads, the Interahamwe. 
The State provided support and organisation –
politicians, officials, intellectuals and professional 
soldiers incited the killers to do their work. Local 
officials assisted in rounding up victims and making 
suitable places available for slaughter.





Rwanda
•Tutsi men, women, children and babies 
were killed in their thousands in schools 
and churches. Frequently the killers were 
people they knew – neighbours, 
workmates, former friends, sometimes 
even relatives through marriage.



Bosnia
•In July 1995, with the back drop of the 
ongoing civil war, Bosnian Serb troops 
and paramilitaries led by Ratko Mladić 
descended on the town of Srebrenica 
and began shelling it. Around 8,000 
Muslim men, and boys over 12 years old, 
were murdered in Srebrenica.





Bosnia
•After the Second World War, Bosnia was one of six 
republics in the state of Yugoslavia. Marshal Tito ruled 
Yugoslavia from 1945 and succeeded in suppressing 
nationalist and ethnic tensions between the republics. 
However, following Tito’s death in 1980, nationalist 
parties began to gain power in the republics and in the 
early 1990s, Yugoslavia disintegrated into six states. 
When Bosnia declared independence in 1992, it soon 
descended into civil war.





Bosnia
• The population of Bosnia and Herzegovina consisted of 

Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), Bosnian Serbs (Orthodox 
Christians who have close cultural ties with neighbouring 
Serbia), and Bosnian Croats (Roman Catholics who have close 
cultural ties with neighbouring Croatia). Bosnian 
independence was resisted by the Bosnian Serb population 
who saw their future as part of ‘Greater Serbia’. Bosnia 
became the victim of the Bosnian Serbs’ determined wish for 
political domination which it was prepared to achieve by 
isolating ethnic groups and, if necessary, exterminating them.





Bosnia
•The Bosnian war resulted in the death of around 
100,000 people, and the displacement of over two 
million men, women and children. A campaign of 
war crimes, ‘ethnic cleansing’ and genocide was 
perpetrated by Bosnian Serb troops under the 
orders of Slobodan Milošević (the President of 
Serbia), Radovan Karadžić (the Bosnian Serb 
leader), and Ratko Mladić (the Bosnian Serb 
commander).







Bosnia
•In July 1995, Bosnian Serb troops and 
paramilitaries led by Ratko Mladić began 
shelling the town of Srebrenica. On 11 July, 
Ratko Mladić claimed Srebrenica for Bosnian 
Serbs. On 12 July, Bosniak men and boys over 
the age of 12 were forcibly separated from 
women and younger children, who were 
deported on trucks and buses.









Bosnia
•The violence and killings culminated in a massacre 
that began on 13th July and lasted at least 72 
hours, when over 8,000 Bosniak men and boys 
were murdered in and around Srebrenica. Many 
were shot in the act of trying to escape. Their 
bodies were bulldozed into mass graves and 
concealed.

•The genocide at Srebrenica is the largest incidence 
of mass-murder in Europe since World War Two.



Darfur

•Darfur is a region in the west of 
Sudan, bordering Chad, in north-
east Africa. Before the conflict 
Darfur had an ethnically mixed 
population of around six million 
black Africans and Arabs.





Darfur
•In 2003, a civil war began in the region between 
the sedentary population of black African farmers 
and the lighter-skinned nomadic Arab population. 
The Sudanese Government has supported Arab 
militia – the Janjaweed – who have destroyed 
hundreds of villages and murdered thousands of 
people. These atrocities have been condemned as 
genocide by the International Criminal Court and 
several governments around the world.









Darfur
•This civil war has led to the deaths of between 
200,000 and 400,000 civilians, although estimates 
vary greatly, and this figure could be much higher. 
International peacekeepers, aid agencies and the 
media have struggled to keep accurate records or 
find accurate information. Up to 2.6 million people 
are still displaced in Darfur. They have been forced 
to flee their homes to makeshift refugee camps in 
Darfur or Chad run by international aid agencies.






